Hopeful loved ones wait out
search for missing air crews
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Che Barmes' twin brother, Noah, talke about the pilot near whers Che onos recoversd Moat's vertding ring on the family farm



FROM CHILDHOOD,
CAPAY OFFICER
YEARNED TO FLY

By Boppy Carmda Canvax
bealornE socboecom

He was described as a down-
to-earth soul, the son of organic
farmers, his sights pointed up-
ward, to a destiny far abowve the
horizons that encircled his tiny
hometown of Capay.

When the crop-dusters roaed
from above, Che Bames raced o
the baleomy of his family home,
his gaze alight with wonderment
as the plane flew over fields. He
would record the sound of the
machine in flight 50 he could re-
play it again and again, recalled
hds twin brother, Noah

“From the very beginning. he
loved plames. From the very begin-
ning, his path was chosen for
him,” the brother sald on a Satue-
day aftertioon flled with remern-
brance and anxbety, a3 funily and
friends awaited word on the
search for the missing Coast
Guard crew that presumably per-
ished near San Ddego.

Che Bammes, 35, was the com-
mander of the Sacramento-based
=180 Hercubes rescue plane that
apparently collided in midair
with & Marine Corps helicopter
during a rescue mission that
Went AwWTY.

As a boy, he did his chores on
the family farm along Highway
16 west of Woodland - pleking
rurnips, moving brrigation pipes,
everything to tend the family's
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Pilot: He had
a soft spot for
helping children
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